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Spain 

Land stewardship is a strategy to involve landowners and land users 

(farmers, shepherds, fisherman, foresters etc.) in the conservation of nat-

ural, cultural and landscape values and resources. Land stewardship con-

tracts are a type of a land tenure contract, while these are voluntary 

agreements between landowners and land users, with a land stewardship 

entity as an intermediary. These entities are public or private non-profit 

organizations with the goal of nature conservation and the promotion of 

sustainable practices, such as environmental NGOs, foundations, but 

also city councils or other types of public bodies.  The goal of these 

agreements is achieving a sustainable management of the land by involv-

ing the local actors, rather than absolute preservation of natural re-

sources.  

 

In Spain, the use of this conservation tool has been spread over time 

throughout the country with the first examples of private reserves in the 

late seventies of the twentieth century. In 2003 the first land stewardship 

network was created in Catalonia (Xarxa de Custòdia del Territori). Since 

then, various networks have been created in the different autonomous 

communities. Nowadays there are more than 1800 land stewardship 

agreements established, involving more than 160 entities (with approxi-

mately 650.000 ha under these agreements) all over Spain. These are 

bottom-up initiatives achieving the goal of landscape conservation with 

the participation of private actors, where the government is unable to 

reach.  
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Olive grove in Morata de Tajuña, under “Brinzal” agreement, offering suitable habitats for nocturnal birds of prey © Contracts2.0 
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An example of a land steward-

ship entity is Brinzal, which is a 

non-profit association dedicated 

to the study and conservation of 

nocturnal birds of prey. To do 

so, they have agreements with 

farmers to avoid agricultural 

practices that would negatively 

impact on these birds and in 

turn provide some beneficial el-

ements. For more info regard-

ing this case:  

https://brinzal.org/tienda/proyec

tos/un-mochuelo-en-cada-olivo/ 
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